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The Liturgy of the Word 
Opening Hymn:  Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven Evangelical Lutheran Worship #864 

 

 

 

 

Opening Acclamation 
Presider  Blessed are you, holy and living one. 
People  You come to your people and set them free. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Deacon or Presider 
God of peace, your reign is revealed in the transforming of swords into ploughshares, the mending of rent 
garments, the binding up of broken hearts. 

As we light these candles, come among us, open our hearts, infuse us with your life, that together we manifest 
your justice, your compassion, your peace. 

The Advent candle(s) is (are) lit as we sing. 
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bears and for- bears
for
On

thy seatmer - cy in depths of burn-ing light!
dom, bound-less pow'r, and awe-some pu - ri - ty!
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863
Music: Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
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864 Praise, My Soul, the God ofHeaven

1 Praise, my soul, the God of heay - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
2 God
3 Frail
4 An - gels sing

our fore-bears in dis-tress.
sum-mer's flow'r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;

ad - o - ra - tion, in God's pres-ence, face to face.

be praised for grace and Vorfa to-
as

in

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: JohnGoss, 1800-1880
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Praise,My Soul, the King ofHeaven
Praise,mysoul,theKingofheaven; 3
to his feet your tribute bring,
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Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
evermore his praises sing.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise the everlasting King!

2 Praise him for his grace and favor
to our forebears in distress.

86
Tenderly he shields and sparesus
well our feeble frame he knows

In hishandshegentlybearsus,
rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Widely as his mercy flows.

Angels help us to adore him,
who behold him face to face.
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Song of Praise:  Let Us Prepare Hold My Hope p38 

 

 

 

The Collect of the Day 
Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 

  

38

J= 100
Soprano

Let Us Prepare
Advent Refrain
Begin 2nd time, continue

Let usAlto pre - pare for the com- ing of

Tenor Let us pre - pare.

Let
Bass

us pre - pare.

Come, come! come.

God. Let us pre pare. Let us pre

Let us pre- pare.

Let us pre pare. Let pre - pare.

come.

Text: Ana Hernández, b. 1957
Music: Ana Hernández
Music © 2026 Augstburg Fortress

This ostinato refrain may provide a few moments of meditative gathering or reflection
at any Advent service. Begin with the bass drone (close to a hum on the held notes of
"come," but not on the initial "come"). Add the upper parts and, if you like, instrumental
or vocal improvisation after a few times through. You may add a humming verse, over
which a psalm or prayer might be spoken, and the parts may be swapped with trebles
singing the drone and the tenors and basses sharing the other three lines. Play with it as
you wish.

Hold My Hope, by Ana Hernández, ISBN 979-8-34 19-0589-4
Published by Augsburg Fortress. Printed in U.S.A.

Duplication in any form prohibited without publisher's written permission.
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O Lord our God, you gave your law that righteousness might abound: Put it into our hearts to 
love justice for others as much as we desire it for ourselves, that, as we know you to be our 
judge, so we may welcome your reign as it is manifested through Jesus Christ our Savior; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be dominion and praise for ever and ever.  Amen. 

The First Reading 
Lector  A reading from Zephaniah (1:7,12-18). 

Be silent before the Lord God! 
For the day of the Lord is at hand;  

the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 
he has consecrated his guests.  

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 
and I will punish the people  

who rest complacently on their dregs, 
those who say in their hearts,  

“The Lord will not do good, 
nor will he do harm.”  

Their wealth shall be plundered, 
and their houses laid waste.  

Though they build houses, 
they shall not inhabit them;  

though they plant vineyards, 
they shall not drink wine from them.  

The great day of the Lord is near, 
near and hastening fast;  

the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 
the warrior cries aloud there.  

That day will be a day of wrath, 
a day of distress and anguish,  

a day of ruin and devastation, 
a day of darkness and gloom,  

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry  

against the fortified cities 
and against the lofty battlements.  

I will bring such distress upon people 
that they shall walk like the blind;  
because they have sinned against the Lord,  

their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
and their flesh like dung.  

Neither their silver nor their gold 
will be able to save them  
on the day of the Lord's wrath;  

in the fire of his passion 
the whole earth shall be consumed;  

for a full, a terrible end 
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  

Lector    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
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People    Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 90:1-8, 12 
The Deacon or Presider introduces the Psalm and reads the Antiphon. All join in reading the bolded text. 

Antiphon   Teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

 

 
Antiphon   Teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

The Second Reading 
Lector  A reading from the letter to the 1 Thessalonians (5:1-11). 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, kindred, you do not need to have anything written to you. For 
you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, 
“There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise 
you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at 
night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for 
wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed 
you are doing. 

Lector    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People    Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM 90    Domine, refugium 

Antiphon:   Teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

Easter:     May the graciousness of our God be upon us.  Hallelujah. 

1 O God, you have been our refuge* from one generation to another. 

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,*  
  from age to age you are God. 

3 You turn us back to the dust and say,* ”Go back, O child of earth” 

4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past*  
and like a watch in the night. 

5 You sweep us away like a dream;* we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is green and flourishes;* in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

7 For we consume away in your displeasure;*  
we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 

8 Our iniquities you have set before you,*  
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

9 When you are angry, all our days are gone;* we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

10 The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty;*  
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow,  
for they pass away quickly and we are gone. 

11 Who regards the power of your wrath?* who rightly fears your indignation? 

12 So teach us to number our days* that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

13 Return, O God; how long will you tarry?* be gracious to your servants. 

14 Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;*  
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

15  Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us*  
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

16 Show your servants your works* and your splendor to their children. 

17 May the graciousness of our God be upon us;*  
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 
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Sequence Hymn:  Longing for Light My Heart Sings Out #59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gospel 
Deacon or Presider The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:14-30). 
People   Glory to you, O Christ. 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 
In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of 
those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the 
two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 
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things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take 
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’” 

Deacon or Presider The Gospel of our Savior. 
People   Praise to you, O Christ 

The Sermon The Rev. Margaret Dyer-Chamberlain 

Silence After the sermon, a bell will sound to mark a brief period of silence. The bell will sound a second time to mark 
the conclusion of this time. 

The Nicene Creed 
Deacon, Seminarian, or Presider Together, let us join in saying the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
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 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 
Deacon or Presider 
In the wilderness we prepare your way, clearing in the desert a highway for you, O God. On uneven ground, 
in rough plains, we watch for your coming. On Zion’s height we lift up our voice with strength.  

Intercessor 
God of Faith, we pray for the universal Church, for its work to bring light and love to a struggling world. 

Deacon/Officiant/Presider shares the cycles of prayer from the Anglican Communion, the Episcopal Church, the 
diocese, and our parish, inviting additional prayers. 

Intercessor  In the house that Love is building  
People   There is plenty room for all. 

Intercessor 
God of Justice, we pray for immigrants and refugees throughout the world and in our community.  May they 
be safe.  Be with us in our commitment to practice sanctuary and care for our neighbors. 

Deacon/Officiant/Presider pauses and invites additional prayers. 

Intercessor  In the house that Love is building  
People   There is plenty room for all. 

Intercessor 
God of Peace, we pray for the many conflicts that burden our world and endanger our siblings near and far. 
Inspire the world’s leaders to seek lasting and peace-filled solutions.  

Deacon/Officiant/Presider shares our communal prayers for justice, inviting additional prayers. 

Intercessor  In the house that Love is building  
People   There is plenty room for all. 

Intercessor  
God of Compassion, we pray for all who seek healing, particularly those who have requested our prayers. May 
they be surrounded by your love and care.  

Deacon/Officiant/Presider reads the names of those who have asked for prayers and invites additional prayers.   

Intercessor  In the house that Love is building  
People   There is plenty room for all. 

Intercessor 
God of Hope, we remember those who have died.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Be with us in our 
sorrow.  

Deacon/Officiant/Presider shares the names of those who have recently died and invites additional prayers.   

Intercessor  In the house that Love is building  
People   There is plenty room for all. 

Intercessor  
God of Joy, we pray in gratitude for the blessings of our lives and we reflect in wonder about blessings yet to 
come from your bounteous grace. 

Deacon/Officiant/Presider shares the names of those celebrating birthdays this week and invites additional gratitudes.   

Intercessor  In the house that Love is building  
People   There is plenty room for all. 
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Presider 
Christ, Emmanuel, we await your arrival 
in a world that hungers for your love. 
With fervent hearts we give thanks for that love  
and the promise of plenty good room.  Amen. 

The Confession and Absolution 
Deacon or Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A space of silence is kept. 

All  
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.  We have 
denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created.  We repent of the evil 
that enslaves us, the evil we have done and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ that we may abide in your love and serve only your will.  Amen. 

Presider 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen.. 

The Peace 
Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

You are invited to share a sign of peace or if you are on Zoom, unmute and greet each other in the name of Christ. 

Announcements 

Offertory Sentence 
Presider "I pray that God may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation so that, with the eyes of your 

heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which God has called you.” Let us bring 
offerings of our life and labor to God. 
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Offertory:  O God Our Help in Ages Pasts The Hymnal 1982 #680 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 
Presider  God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to God. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Presider 
Mystery of winter skies, we thank you in the darkening hours for opening our eyes to see your starlit beauty; 
for parting the wide heavens to send your gentle light; for offering your word to take our mortal flesh.   

Christ was promised by those who shared your dream of peace; John the Baptist cleared his way with words 
of desert fire; Mary and Joseph accepted his coming with tenderness and faith; we know that he draws near 
again to reveal the in-breaking of your reign. 

Now we take up the song of hope that we might awaken to his coming among us and the world be touched 
by the footfall of his glory: 
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Presider 

We ask that your Holy Spirit fall upon us and upon these gifts, that these fragile, earthly things may be to us 
the body and blood of our Savior and brother, Jesus Christ; who, on the night that he was betrayed, gathered 
with his faltering friends for a meal that tasted of freedom. 

Calling them to his table, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said: ‘This is my body which is given for 
you. Do this to remember me.’ 

In the same way after supper he took the cup, saying: ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, to remember me.’ 

As on that night, so here and now be offers himself in taste and touch beyond what words can hold. Great is 
the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Presider continues 
Therefore, in our eating and drinking we are filled with the life-giving presence of Christ; we proclaim him as 
creation’s host, transforming poverty into plenty in the reckless generosity of love. 

Inspire us with the hope that one day death and greed will be no more and people without number will come 
from east and west, north and south to share the kingdom meal. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
by whom and with whom and in whom in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory be yours, Mother of 
blessings, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Deacon/Presider As the Wisdom before Creation teaches us, we pray, 
All God in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.  
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The Fraction  
The Presider breaks the bread and says, 

Presider God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 
All Happy are all who are called to the Table of God. 

The Invitation 
Lifting the bread and cup, the Presider invites the people, saying 

Presider The gifts of God for the people of God. All are welcome. 

This Altar belongs to God and all are welcome to partake, wherever you are on your journey of faith. 
If you choose to not receive the bread and/or wine, you are also welcome to receive a blessing;  

simply come forward and cross your arms over your chest.  

The Bread and Wine are given to the communicants with these words: 
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven; The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  

During Communion, those present via Zoom are encouraged to pray the following prayer for Spiritual Communion that we have 
shared together throughout the pandemic: 

 In union, O God, with your people at every altar of your Church, we offer you praise, giving 
thanks for your presence in the holy gifts of bread and wine. In our spatial distance we invite 
you to come spiritually into our hearts, nourishing and strengthening us as members of your 
body. Amen. 

The Deacon or Presider removes the bread and wine from the table. 
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Communion:  I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light The Hymnal 1982 #490 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
Presider Let us pray. 
All God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 
heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 
your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

Healing Prayer 
The people are invited to share a request for healing prayer. 

You may make a request for yourself or on behalf of another. The Presider then offers a prayer. 

Refrain 

no sha - doZs at 

:__ . /  

all. The 
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Blessing 
Presider 
The peace of God that passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God; and the blessing of God, Source of all being, Incarnate Word and Holy Spirit, be with you now and 
always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn:  Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer New Century Hymnal #18 
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The Dismissal  
Deacon  or Presider Let us bless God. 
People   Thanks be to God! 

SOURCES 
● Please note: We affirm that God embraces all genders, even when the texts of our tradition refer to God with 

male/masculine language.  
● Cover Image: Cameron took this photo at St. Aidan's in Advent of 2020. 
● The prayer for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath was written by Cameron for 2025, drawing on Isaiah 2:4 and 61:1. 
● The Liturgy of the Word is from Enriching Our Worship I (New York: Church Publishing, 1998), 50-54. 
● The collect is from Collects For An Expanded Advent Season © William H. Petersen, 2008. All Rights Reserved. 
● Psalm translation is from the CSF Office Book (Community of St. Francis, 1995). 
● The Sung Creed text is by Sylvia Dunston in Wonder, Love, and Praise #768. The music is by former St. Aidan’s Music     

 Minister Charles Rus.  
● The Prayers of the People were written in 2025 by Margaret Dyer-Chamberlain, edited by Cameron for 2026 with additions 

from the hymn “The House That Love Is Building” by Sara Hart and the spiritual “Plenty Good Room,” inspired by our 
TENS-inspired Stewardship theme.   

● The Confession and Absolution are from Enriching Our Worship I (New York: Church Publishing, 1998), 56. 
● The Offertory Sentence draws from Ephesians 1:17-18. 
● The Preface and Eucharistic Prayer are adapted from Prayers for An Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare (New York: 

Church Publishing, 2009), 144; 133-134. 
● The Post Communion Prayer is from Enriching Our Worship I (New York: Church Publishing, 1998, p. 69.) 
● The adapted prayer for Spiritual Communion located in St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, published by Forward Movement 

Press which can be found online at https://news.forwardmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spiritual-
Communion.pdf. 

● The Blessing is adapted from The Book of Occasional Services (New York: Church Publishing, 2003), 23. 
● All music is reproduced with permission under the auspices of OneLicense number A-721562, unless otherwise noted.  

 
 

Serving St. Aidan’s 
The Rev. Cameron Partridge, Presider 

The Rev. Margaret Dyer-Chamberlain, Deacon & Preacher 
Mike Stafford, Seminarian 

Mileva Saulo Lewis, Guest Musician 
Anne Benninger, Sarah Glover, Lee Hammack, Jacqueline Lewey, Mileva Lewis, Janet Lohr, Paul Nocero, Jim 

Oerther, Kateri Paul, Barbara Stevenson, Danielle Ushizima, & perhaps you!, Choir  
Dave Frangquist, In-Person Greeter 

Elaine Mannon, Zoom Greeter 
Margaret Tait / Barbara Stevenson, Lectors 

JoEllen Brothers, Prayers of the People 
Margie Wolcott, Eucharistic Minister 

Patricia Busk, Altar Guild 
Patti & Micah, Sound / Zoom 

Elena Wong, Bread Baker 
CoCo Lin, Child Care 

  

https://news.forwardmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spiritual-Communion.pdf
https://news.forwardmovement.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Spiritual-Communion.pdf
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Announcements 
Extended Advent 
We have begun our observance of an extended seven-week Advent. This expanded Advent is part of a movement to 
observe Advent with greater intentionality, even as we continue to use the same readings assigned by the lectionary to 
the wider church. You can read the rationale for this movement on the website of the Advent Project or in What Are 
We Waiting For: Reimagining Advent for Time to Come by William Peterson. In a context where (a secularized) Christmas 
culture lurks everywhere – even before Halloween now! – an extended Advent resists this spread, and its mischaracterization 
of the season. Advent is not simply a countdown to Christmas. It is an embrace of the in-breaking reign of God. We share 
a longer Advent observance with our Greek Orthodox neighbors, even as other Christian denominations take on this 
spirit of intentionality with slightly different framings: this part of the church year has been called Kingdomtide in some 
Protestant traditions and the liturgical calendar of the Church of England is now in countdown to Advent, calling this 
Sunday the “Fourth Sunday Before Advent ” (you can look at their church calendar online here). Welcome to Advent. 

Poetry for Advent: A Formation Series 
“The Holy Ghost over the bent world broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.” So concludes “God’s 
Grandeur” by the English Jesuit poet Gerard Manely Hopkins. Whether you read poetry frequently, or barely at all, 
come join us this Advent for a five-week series in which we’ll read poetry together. We’ll read poets such as John 
Donne, T.S. Elliot, Mary Oliver, Janet Morely, Jay Hulme, Rachel Mann, Padraig O’Tuama, Malcolm Guite, and W. H. 
Auden. In one of our sessions, we’ll even be joined by a guest poet, the Rev. Dr. Regina Walton, the poetry editor for 
the Anglican Theological Review! 

We’ll meet five Wednesday on Zoom from 7-8 PM, just after Evening Prayer: 

November 11 - Waiting 
November 18  - Watching 
December 2 - Calling 
December 9 - Darkness 
December 16 - Incarnation 

If you need the Evening Prayer Zoom link, please reach out to Cary at office@staidansf.org. 

Save the Date! David Mealy Ordination to the Diaconate coming up on Saturday, December 5th at 3 PM at 
Grace Cathedral 
Please mark your calendars! “God willing and the people consenting,” our own David Mealy will be ordained to the 
diaconate on Saturday, December 5 at 3 PM! Since David is the only person slated to be ordained at this service, it will 
take place in the Chapal of Grace at Grace Cathedral, the smaller chapel to the left of the nave. We’ve been walking 
with David through this ordination process for several years now, and it’s so exciting that he is nearing this special day. 
Let’s celebrate this momentous occasion! 

Good News Gardening – Saturday, December 12th! 
We’ll continue with the second Saturday of the month at our usual 12:30-2 pm time and our next dates will be Dec. 12, 
Jan. 9, etc. Please reach out to Margaret at mdyerc@stanford.edu with any questions. 

  

http://www.theadventproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/rationale.pdf),
https://www.churchpublishing.org/whatarewewaitingfor
https://www.churchpublishing.org/whatarewewaitingfor
https://www.goarch.org/advent
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/whatever-happened-to-kingdomtide
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/whatever-happened-to-kingdomtide
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/churchs-year/calendar
mailto:office@staidansf.org
mailto:mdyerc@stanford.edu
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Thanksgiving! 

 
San Francisco Deanery Pilgrimage - Join a walk in our San Francisco Deanery!   
Solvitur ambulando – It is solved by walking. Saint Augustine of Hippo’s words attest to the revelatory experience of being in 
motion. SF Deanery Pilgrimages offer opportunities to reengage this ancient wisdom in community. Join walkers 
beginning this fall on a faithful pathway through San Francisco’s Episcopal churches and live into Saint Augustine’s 
maxim. 

At a time of social instability and separation, the ancient practice of pilgrimage can bring us together with opportunities 
for personal reflection and group discernment toward the healing we seek and the thriving God desires for us. 

Four quarterly walks over the year are planned. Join one, part, or all of them. On each pilgrimage, a morning’s walk 
brings walkers to one of four parish regions around the city. By the fourth walk, pilgrims will have had the opportunity 
to visit all the Episcopal congregations of San Francisco and will be welcomed and blessed at our diocesan cathedral. 

The four Saturday walks (9 am to approximately 1 pm) are: 

• October 10, 2026: Central Parishes [Episcopal Friary of St. Francis, St. John's in the Mission, St. 
Gregory of Nyssa, Church of the Advent of Christ the King, and All Saints] 

• December 12, 2026: Northwestern Parishes 
• February 13, 2027: Southwestern Parishes  
• April 17, 2027: Northeastern Parishes 

Sign up and explore maps of the routes here: https://gracecathedral.org/sf-deanery-pilgrimages/ 

More Opportunities for Solidarity with Immigrants 
Several local organizations offer opportunities to stand with immigrants facing Trump administration attacks.  

Faith in Action(www.faithinactionba.org): Local branch of a national community-organizing group anchored in 
faith communities around the country. In the Bay Area they focus on housing and immigration. Opportunities 
include: 
• Immigration Court. Accompany immigrants to their court hearings. You’ll need at least conversational 

Spanish, and you’ll be trained before you get started. For more information and the sign-up link: 
www.faithinactionba.org/accompaniment. 

• Rapid Response Network (203) 666-4472: Faith in Action operates the San Mateo County Rapid Response 
phone network, providing information for immigrants and their supporters in the whole Bay Area, not just San 
Mateo. Call the number: 

o If you or a loved one has been detained by ICE 
o If you learn that someone has been detained by immigration enforcement 
o If you see ICE activity in the community 
o If you need accompaniment at an ICE Check-In or court appearance 

https://gracecathedral.org/sf-deanery-pilgrimages/
http://www.faithinactionba.org/
http://www.faithinactionba.org/accompaniment
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o If you need support filling out your asylum paperwork within the first year of entering the country 
o If you think immigration enforcement is contacting you by phone call or text message 

Immigration court demonstrations and vigils: Several groups maintain a presence outside the immigration 
court at 100 Montgomery in downtown SF. Here are a couple: 
• Interfaith Court Vigil (www.im4humanintegrity.org/category/events/): Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 

every week. Sponsored by the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity. Click here to sign up: 
bit.ly/CourtVigilVolunteer. 

• Tuesday and Friday demonstrations: Loosely organized, pretty confrontative demonstrations, called by 
Democratic Socialists of America and others. 

Immigration Court Observers: The National Lawyers Guild trains non-lawyers to participate in observing and 
documenting what happens in immigration courts in S.F. Click here for more information: nlgsf.org/programs-
committees/nlg-sfba-programs/immigration-justice-program/ 

Comprehensive action calendar: (www.actiontogetherwest.org/bayarea) A project that grew out of the 2016 
Pantsuits Nation group, this is a very well-maintained and up-to-date calendar of resistance activities in the Bay 
Area. 

St. Aidan's Gourmet Book Club 
LeeAnn DeSalles has retired as our zoom host but hopes to join our meetings whenever she can.  I have taken over the 
role of Zoom host and have set-up a new Zoom link, which is listed below.  If you would like to join our group – or 
would like to be removed from our mailing list -  please contact me at elaine@mannon.com 

• Monday, November 30, 2026 7:00 p.m. 
o Theo of Golden - by Allen Levi 

A story of the power of generosity, the importance of connection, and the quiet miracles that happen 
when we choose kindness and wonder.  (399 pages)  

• NO  MEETING IN DECEMBER – HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

• Monday, January 25, 2027 7:00 p.m. 
o The Yahoo Boys: Love, Deception, and the Real Lives of Nigeria's Romance Scammers – by Carlos 

Barragan 
An astonishing work of immersion journalism about four young romance scammers in Lagos, Nigeria, 
exploring how and why they scam, and the moral dilemmas they face. 

Contemplative Prayer: Tuesday & Thursday from 8-9 AM via Zoom 
We offer Contemplative prayer via Zoom. Contemplative Prayer is silent with the beginning and ending marked by a 
bell. You can practice meditation, silent prayer, journal, or otherwise enjoy the collective quiet. Thank you to Susan 
Spencer for anchoring this practice. Please feel free to reach out to the office for the Zoom access information: 
office@staidansf.org. 

Morning Prayer: Mon, Wed, Fri at 7:30 AM  
We offer Morning Prayer in hybrid mode (at church and via Zoom) on Mondays and Wednesday, and on Fridays via 
Zoom only. Please feel free to reach out to the office for the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org. 

Evening Prayer: Wednesdays at 6:30 PM via Zoom  
We offer Evening Prayer via Zoom. Readings for the day are from the Episcopal Church's daily lectionary or calendar 
of saints, and the service includes a brief reflection time on the readings. Please feel free to reach out to the office for 
the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org 

Mask Policy:  We respect the preference of anyone who feels safer by masking. We continue to monitor public health 
advisories and may modify our mask policy, as appropriate. Please pray for the health and safety of all our members and 
friends as we continue to navigate this challenging time. 

To add an announcement to the weekly bulletin of the Flame, please send your edited text no later than 11:00 
am Wednesday to office@staidansf.org 

  

https://www.im4humanintegrity.org/category/events/
http://bit.ly/CourtVigilVolunteer
https://nlgsf.org/programs-committees/nlg-sfba-programs/immigration-justice-program/
https://nlgsf.org/programs-committees/nlg-sfba-programs/immigration-justice-program/
http://www.actiontogetherwest.org/bayarea
mailto:elaine@mannon.com
mailto:office@staidansf.org
mailto:office@staidansf.org
mailto:office@staidansf.org
mailto:office@staidansf.org
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St. Aidan’s Vestry 
Susan Spencer, Senior Warden; 
Roya Rettberg, Junior Warden 
Dave Frangquist, Treasurer; 

Margaret Tait, Clerk 
Jan Adams, Gilbert Chavez, Janet Lohr,  
Mary Pruyn, Margie Wolcott, Ray Wong 

Staff e-mail addresses 
Cameron: rector@staidansf.org 

Cary: office@staidansf.org 

 
 

Calendar for the Week of November 15, 2026 
Sunday, November 15 Holy Eucharist, 8 AM (In-Person) & 10 AM (Hybrid) 
 Dymphna Production – Sunday School, 2 PM 

Monday, November 16 Morning Prayer (Hybrid), 7:30 AM 

Tuesday, November 17 Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom), 8 AM 

 Wednesday, November 18 Morning Prayer (Hybrid), 7:30 AM 
 Evening Prayer (via Zoom), 6:30 PM 
 Advent Formation Series, 7 PM 

Thursday, November 19 Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom), 8 AM 
 Kaffeeklatsch (via Zoom), 3 PM 

Friday, November 20 Morning Prayer (via Zoom), 7:30 AM 
 Food Pantry, 1 PM 

Saturday, November 21  
 

 
  

mailto:rector@staidansf.org
mailto:office@staidansf.org
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St. Aidan’s Prayers 
In Your Prayers, Please Remember: 

In acknowledgment that St. Aidan’s is located within the unceded ancestral land of the Yelamu tribe of the Ramaytush 
Ohlone people, with gratitude for their ongoing relationship with this holy place. 
In the Episcopal Church: For Sean our Presiding Bishop; for Julia, President of the House of Deputies, and for the 
Executive Council of the Episcopal Church. 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer:  For Iglesia Anglicana de Chile. 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  For Austin, our bishop;  for St. Edmund's, Pacifica. 
In our Parish Cycle of Prayer:  For the Communications Committee. 
For those with birthdays this week:  Malcolm, Cameron, Margaret. 
For all striving for mental and emotional balance and wholeness, and for their families and friends. 
For those who have asked for our prayers: André E., Ann C., ;Bill W., Carol-Ann, Charles, Chuck L., Cindi G., 
Dave P., Debbie C., Denise, Emily, Felicia F., Garry M., George C., Harry P., Jaime, Janice T., Jean W., Jelly J., 
Jenny M., Jill, Jim F., Jim O., Jodi F., Joe, Joelle, John, Judy B., Julie A., Ken E., Lucinda G., Lyle B., Lynne and Meg S., 
Margarita, Marc L., Marilyn, Mark, Matthew G., Mercedes, Michaela, Milo R., Mina Marie, Patricia, Patty, Peter G., 
Ping, Rocky V. and Ruth S., Ron B., Stephanie M., Steve E., Tawanda, Tony F., Tony L., Vicky, Zakaria E. 
For our ongoing work against intersecting forms of oppression, particularly racism and transphobia, and in affirmation 
of human dignity. 
For our work in the world in our daily lives and for the ministries of the Friday Food Pantry and Diamond Diners. 
For our congregation as we embrace our call to practice sanctuary: may we commit ourselves to prayer, education, 
and support for immigrants to this country and for all who are estranged, excluded, or threatened in 21st century 
America. We pray in thanksgiving for the numerous gifts our refugee and immigrant siblings have brought, and 
continue to bring, to this country.  
For all who are struggling in this time of intensified injustice and polarization in our country and around the world: for 
strengthened relationships and deepened commitment to our common life and the well-being of our planet. 
For those who have recently died: Sharon Martinas, Pat Kleinberg, Chandru Murthi, Jessica Stevenson, Carol 
Bertaut. 
To place a name on our prayer list, please contact the church office at 415-285-9540, ext. 3 or office@staidansf.org. Names of the living 
are printed by first name and will be kept on the prayer list for four weeks. To keep someone on the list for longer, please notify the office. 

 
  

mailto:office@staidansf.org
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101 Gold Mine Drive, San Francisco, CA 94131 
www.staidansf.org   (415) 285-9540 
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Invitation to Thrive 
 

t’s 7:45AM on a Saturday morning in May. I join 45 people gathered on a 
 dirt lot around a table made of plywood laid over sawhorses. We sip from cups 
of hot coffee and someone offers a prayer. I grab workgloves from a bin and 
follow the sheetrock team. 
 
The sheetrock team includes: Amelia, the future homeowner who will live 
here with her three children; Charlie, a retired history professor; Cameron, 
a pastor from another denomination. Together, we learned a new skill that 
day - to hang and mud sheetrock. 

 
I kept going back to that worksite one Saturday a month until the house 
was built. It was a testament to community, overlapping human stories, joy, 
generosity, building God’s kingdom on South Holly St. 

 
Our congregations thrive because the people who sit in the pews volunteer 
to learn new skills and share experiences of creating a vibrant community. 
We know the power of having a common purpose to deepen our faith. 
When we open ourselves to volunteering, sharing our stories and skills, our 
ministry reaches far beyond what we can imagine or accomplish alone. 

 
Will you join me in the adventure of trying something new? Meeting new 
people who share our core values, seeing our work build on itself and 
God’s kingdom flourish? Would you commit to volunteer one hour a week 
(beyond worship time) for your church? 

 
Yes, it’s risky. It might require us to share our stories and find connections. 
The work we do might not be perfect by the world’s standards (have you 
ever seen how many crooked nails are in a Habitat for Humanity house?). If 
we work together to create justice, make peace, spread joy to our neighbors, 
stand with the outcasts, the kingdom of God - where there is plenty good 
room for all people - will thrive.  

The Rev. Sabeth 
Fitzgibbons is 
rector of Trinity 
Church, Seattle 
and serves as 

Treasurer on the board of 
TENS. 

Questions for 
Reflection: 
What is something 
risky that you have 
undertaken that 
has paid off in the 
long run? 

I 


