Second Sunday of Christmas —
Epiphany

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
January 4, 2026 8 a.m.



The Liturgy of the Word

Opening Prayers

Presider Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Savior.
People Thanks be to God.

Presider Let us pray.

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of
the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy
Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose through the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child
Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise.

The Collect

Presider God be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider Together, let us pray.

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know
you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Reading
Lector A reading from the prophet Isaiah (60:1-6).

Arise, shine; for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
The Deacon or Presider introduces the Psalm and reads the Antiphon. All join in reading the bolded text.

Antiphon  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; the kings of Arabia and Saba shall offer
gifts.

Give the King your justice, O God,* and your righteousness to the King’s Son;

That he may rule your people righteously* and the poor with justice.

That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,* and the little hills bring justice;

He shall defend the needy among the people;* he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure,* from one generation to another.

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,* like showers that water the earth.
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In his time shall the righteous flourish;*
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.

10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute,*
and the kings of Arabia and Saba offer gifis.

11 All kings shall bow down before him,* and all the nations do him service.
12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress,* and the oppressed who has no helper.
13 He shall have pity on the lowly and poor;* he shall preserve the lives of the needy.

14 He shall redeem thezir lives from oppression and violence,* and dear shall their blood be in his sight.

Antiphon  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute; the kings of Arabia and Saba shall offer
gifts.

The Second Reading
Lector A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (3:1-12).

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- for surely you have
already heard of the commission of God's grace that was given me for you, and how the mystery was made
known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind,
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God's grace that was given me by the working of
his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the
news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose
that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.



The Gospel

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (2:1-12).
People Glory to you, O Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

"And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel."
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Presider The Gospel of our Savior.

People Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Margaret Dyer-Chamberlain
Silence After the sermon, a bell will sound to mark a brief period of silence. The bell will sound a second time to mark the

conclusion of this time.

Nicene Creed

Deacon Together, let us join in saying the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

by the power of the Holy Sperit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made human.
For our sake he was cructfied under Pontius Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and ts seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son;

Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified;
Who has spoken through the Prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurvection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
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Gracious God, holy Parent, as we welcome the arrival of your Son Jesus, the Holy Child, we and

your whole Church give you great thanks for this gift beyond measure and for all the blessings of
this life.

All are invited to add thanksgivings aloud or in silence. Then the Intercessor continues,

Glory to God in the highest
And peace to God’s people on earth.

You whose greatness Mary the God-bearer proclaimed in lifting up the lowly and filling the
hungry with good things: inspire us to join your liberating work.

All are invited to add prayers aloud or in silence. Then the Intercessor continues,

Glory to God in the highest
And peace to God’s people on earth.

Your Son was born amid the Emperor Augustus’s decree that all should be registered: fire our
hearts to stand with all who are displaced and all who are dispossessed.

The Deacon shares the list of those who have asked for onr prayers, inviting further names.. The Intercessor
continues,

Glory to God in the highest
And peace to God’s people on earth.

Mary and Joseph struggled for shelter, bundling your Son into a manger: embolden us to work
for economic justice.

All are invited to add prayers aloud or in silence. Then the Intercessor continues,

Glory to God in the highest
And peace to God’s people on earth.

Your Son grew in wisdom as a child in our midst: thank you for the witness of the youngest in
our lives, for families of belonging, and for the lifelong journey of learning in all times and places.

All are invited to offer prayers aloud or in silence. Then the intercessor continues,

Glory to God in the highest
And peace to God’s people on earth.



Intercessor Your infant Son drew forth the praise of Simeon in the Temple who declared, “you have set your
servant free to go in peace as you have promised.” We lift up those who have died, with gratitude
for their lives.

All are invited to share names of those who have died, either silently or alond.

After the naming has drawn to a close, the Intercessor concludes,

Intercessor Glory to God in the highest
All And peace to God’s people on earth.
Presider Holy and gracious God, you amazed all who heard the witness of the shepherds as they reveled

in the brightness of your glory. We thank you for the in-breaking of your presence, by night and
by day. Transform us by the gift of your presence, to the honor and glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace

Presider  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth may God’s peace be with you all.
People  And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of Christ
Announcements

The Offertory Sentence

Presider  'The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us and we have seen his glory. Let us offer great thanks
with our life and labor this day. Allelujah.

The Liturgy of the Table

Presider God be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them up to God.

Presider Let us give thanks to our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the power of the
Holy Spirit, was made fully human of the flesh of Mary the God-bearer so that we might be delivered from the
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:

Holy, Holy, Holy, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God.
Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation: in the
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all the Word made
Flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior
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and Redeemer of the world. In him, you delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this all
of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O God:

We remember his death
We proclaim his resurrection,
We awazt his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O God of all; presenting to you from your creation,
this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the
Body of Christ and his Blood of the New Covenant. United us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Saint Aidan, with Mary the God-bearer, and
all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of all your children; through Jesus Christ, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By whom and with whom and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
God, now and forever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Deacon As our Savior Christ taught us, we now pray,

God in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done,

On earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

The Fraction

The Presider breaks the bread and says,

Presider This is the true bread which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.
All Whoever eats this bread will live forever.

The Invitation

Lifting the bread and cup, the Presider and Deacon invite the people.

Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God. All are welcome at God’s table.

This Altar belongs to God and all are welcome to partake, wherever you are on your journey of faith.
If you choose to not receive the bread and/ or wine, you are also welcome to receive a blessing;
simply come forward and cross your arms over your chest.



The Bread and Wine are given to the communicants with these words:
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.

Post Communion Prayer

Living Christ, whom we have seen with our eyes and touched with our hands, who has nourished us in spirit,
the incarnate Word in whom our joy ts complete: send us out to declare your truth, your unshakable faith in
the world you love. Amen.

Healing Prayer

Anyone who wishes is invited to make a request for healing prayer, either for yourself or on bebalf of another. The Presider will then
offer a prayer.

Blessing

May God, whose Son took our nature upon him, brighten your hearts with radiant light. Amen.

May God who sent angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, unite you in love. Amen.
And the blessing of God, one Holy and Undivided Ttrinity, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

Dismissal

Deacon or Presider ~ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
People Thanks be to God.

Sources

® DPlease note: We affirm that God embraces all genders, even when the texts of our tradition refer to God with male/masculine
language.

® The cover image is of an ornament made by Linnea Sweet for our ECS gift drive in 2020.

e  Psalm translation is from the CSF Office Book (Community of St. Francis, 1995).

® The Peace is drawn from Luke 2:14.
® The Offertory Sentence is from John 1:14.

® The Preface and Eucharistic Prayer are slightly adapted from Prayer B of The Book of Common Prayer New York: Church
Publishing, 1979)

® The Post Communion Prayer is adapted from Stephen Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church (NY: Church Publishing, 2009), p.
160..

® The Blessing is adapted from The Book of Occasional Services, 2018 (NY: Church Publishing, 2018), p 9.

Serving St. Aidan’s
The Rev. Cameron Partridge, Presider
The Rev. Margaret Dyer-Chamberlain, Deacon & Preacher
Doris Weyl Feyling, A/tar Guild



Announcements

O Come, let us adore him — St. Aidan’s 2025 Christmas Worship
e Second Sunday of Christmas, Today, January 4 at 8 & 10 AM

Good News Gardening - upcoming dates

As Christmas arrives — with joy! — it's time to look ahead to the 2026 calendar. We’ll continue with the second Saturday of
the month at our usual 12:30-2 pm time, and next dates will be January 10, then Feb. 14, March 14, etc. At our last
gardening day we planted at the Little Red Hen garden, just in time for much rain! Looking forward to the next gathering.
Please reach out to Margaret at mdyerc@stanford.edu with any questions.

New Jim Crow Anti-Racist Book Group, Sunday, January 11, 4pm, via Zoom. We’re next reading Native Nations by
Kathleen DuVal. We'll do this in two parts, so we'll read Part 1 for the January 11 time. . Please feel free to reach out to
Deacon Matgaret with any questions at mdyerc(@stanford.edu.

Wrestling with the Scriptures usually meets every fourth Tuesday at 10:30 am (via Zoom). Due to a schedule
conflict, the next meeting will be Tuesday, Jaruary 20. Cameron will lead. Please feel free to reach out to the office for

the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org.

More Opportunities for Solidarity with Immigrants
Several local organizations offer opportunities to stand with immigrants facing Trump administration attacks.

Faith in Action(www.faithinactionba.org): Local branch of a national community-organizing group anchored in faith

communities around the country. In the Bay Area they focus on housing and immigration. Opportunities include:

e Immigration Court. Accompany immigrants to their court hearings. You’ll need at least conversational Spanish,
and you’ll be trained before you get started. For more information and the sign-up link:
www.faithinactionba.org/accompaniment.

¢ Rapid Response Network (203) 666-4472: Faith in Action operates the San Mateo County Rapid Response
phone network, providing information for immigrants and their supporters in the whole Bay Area, not just San
Mateo. Call the number:

o Ifyou or aloved one has been detained by ICE

If you learn that someone has been detained by immigration enforcement

If you see ICE activity in the community

If you need accompaniment at an ICE Check-In or court appearance

If you need support filling out your asylum paperwork within the first year of entering the country

If you think immigration enforcement is contacting you by phone call or text message

O O O O O

Immigration court demonstrations and vigils: Several groups maintain a presence outside the immigration court at

100 Montgomery in downtown SF. Here are a couple:

e Interfaith Court Vigil (www.im4humanintegrity.org/category/events/): Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday
every week. Sponsored by the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity. Click here to sign up:
bitly/CourtVigilVolunteer.

e Tuesday and Friday demonstrations: Loosely organized, pretty confrontative demonstrations, called by
Democratic Socialists of America and others.

Immigration Court Observers: The National Lawyers Guild trains non-lawyers to participate in observing and
documenting what happens in immigration courts in S.F. Click here for more information: nlgsf.org/programs-

committees/nlg-sfba-programs/immigration-justice-program/

Comprehensive action calendar: (www.actiontogetherwest.org/bayarea) A project that grew out of the 2016
Pantsuits Nation group, this is a very well-maintained and up-to-date calendar of resistance activities in the Bay Area.
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St. Aidan's Gourmet Book Club

We resume meeting via zoom with LeeAnn DeSalles serving as our zoom master. She has set up a zoom link that will
serve for all our meetings. If you would like help with zoom, please contact LeeAnn at lecanndesalles@comcast.net. 1f
you would like to be on the Book Group’s mailing list, please contact elaine@mannon.com

e Monday, January 26, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
o  There There by Tommy Orange — “A wonderous and shattering novel that follows 12 characters from
Native communities, all traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow and all connected to one another in ways
they may not realize.” (Goodreads) 294 pages

Contemplative Prayer: Tuesday & Thursday from 9-10 AM via Zoom

We offer Contemplative prayer via Zoom. Contemplative Prayer is silent with the beginning and ending marked by a bell.
You can practice meditation, silent prayer, journal, or otherwise enjoy the collective quiet. Thank you to Susan Spencer for
anchoring this practice. Please feel free to reach out to the office for the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org.

Morning Prayer: Mon, Wed, Fri at 7:30 AM
We offer Morning Prayer in hybrid mode (at church and via Zoom) on Mondays and Wednesday, and on Fridays via
Zoom only. Please feel free to reach out to the office for the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org.

Wednesday Evening Prayer on pause until January 7

Wednesday Evening Prayer will be on pause for 12/24 (when we’ll be doing Christmas Eve worship) and 12/31 (when
Cameron will be away). It will return on Wednesday, January 7 at 6:30 PM via Zoom. Please reach out to
office@staidansf.org if you need the link, and we look forward to seeing you at this service in January!

Mask Policy: We respect the preference of anyone who feels safer by masking. We continue to monitor public health
advisories and may modify our mask policy, as appropriate. Please pray for the health and safety of all our members and
friends as we continue to navigate this challenging time.

To add an announcement to the weekly bulletin of the Flame, please send your edited text no later than 11:00 am
Wednesday to office@staidansf.org

Calendar for the Week of January 4, 2025

Sunday, January 4 Holy Eucharist at 8 AM (In Person) & 10 AM (Hybrid)
Monday, January 5 Morning Prayer (Hybrid) at 7:30 AM

Tuesday, January 6 Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom) at 9 AM
Wednesday, January 7 Morning Prayer (Hybrid) at 7:30 AM

Diamond Diners at 12 PM
Evening Prayer (via Zoom) at 6:30 PM

Thursday, January 8 Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom) at 9 AM
Kaffeeklatsch (via Zoom) at 3 PM

Friday, January 9 Morning Prayer (via Zoom) at 7:30 AM
Food Pantry at 1 PM

Saturday, January 10 Women’s Spirituality Group (via Zoom) at 10:15 AM
Good News Gardens at 12:30 PM

St. Aidan’s Vestry Staff e-mail addresses
Barbara Stevenson, Senior Warden; Cameron: rector(@staidansf.ore
Lee Hammack, Junior Warden Cary: office@staidansf.org

Dave Frangquist, Treasurer;
Susan Spencer, Clerk
Gilbert Chavez, Sarah Glover, Janet Lohr,
Roya Rettberg, Margaret Tait, Margie Wolcott
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St. Aidan’s Prayers
In Your Prayers, Please Remember:

In acknowledgment that St. Aidan’s is located within the unceded ancestral land of the Yelamu tribe of the Ramaytush Ohlone
people, with gratitude for their ongoing relationship with this holy place.

In the Episcopal Church: For Sean our Presiding Bishop; for Julia, President of the House of Deputies, and for the Executive
Council of the Episcopal Church.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: For the Church of the Province of Central Africa.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: For Austin, our bishop; for Epiphany, San Carlos.

In our Parish Cycle of Prayer: For the Good News Gardens & the Little Red Hen Garden Cooperative.
For those with birthdays this week: none.

For all striving for mental and emotional balance and wholeness, and for their families and friends.

For those who have asked for our prayers: Albert T, André E., Aubrey M., Cindi G., Dave & Mariana & Dante G.,
Debbie C., Denise, Felicia F., George C., Harlean D., Isaac C., Jaime, Janice T., Jean W., Jelly J., Jenny M., Jill, Jim O., Joe,
Joelle, John, Judy B., Julie A., Ken E., Liz S., Lucinda G., Lynne and Meg S., Margarita, Marc L., Mark, Matthew G.,
Melissa W., Mercedes, Michaela, Milo R., Mina Marie, Owen, Patricia, Peter G., Rocky V. and Ruth S., Ron B., Stephanie
M., Tawanda, Zakaria E.

For our ongoing work against intersecting forms of oppression, particularly racism and transphobia, and in affirmation of
human dignity.

For our work in the world in our daily lives and for the ministries of the Friday Food Pantry and Diamond Diners.

For our congregation as we embrace our call to practice sanctuary: may we commit ourselves to prayer, education, and
support for immigrants to this country and for all who are estranged, excluded, or threatened in 21st century America. We pray
in thanksgiving for the numerous gifts our refugee and immigrant siblings have brought, and continue to bring, to this country.

For all who are struggling in this time of intensified injustice and polarization in our country and around the world: for
strengthened relationships and deepened commitment to our common life and the well-being of our planet.

For those who have recently died: Paul Marcus, Lovie Spencer, Dick Young, Kim Fellner, Gayle Rosenkrantz, Audrey
DeLoache, Lois Roach, Shirley Sabin, and Angela Hunkler.

To place a name on our prayer list, please contact the church office at 415-285-9540, ext. 3 or office@staidanst.org. Names of the living are
printed by first name and will be kept on the prayer list for four weeks. To keep someone on the list for longer, please notify the office.
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Christmas Offerings
are given to the Glory of God by

Cameron Partridge & Kateri Paul
In memory of our grandparents
and in honor of
our parents, our siblings, our nieces and nephews
and our children

Sarah & Peter Glover
In honor of
Irma and Walter Pride
Virginia and Bryce Glover
Janette Cheung

Janice Tickner-Leonard
Doris Weyl Feyling
Jackie Buckley

Margie Wocott

St. Aidan's Episcopal Church

01 Gold Mine Drive, San Francisco, CA 94131
www.staidansf.org (415) 285-9540
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