First Sunday of Christmas
Lessons and Carols

St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church
December 28, 2025 10 a.m.



Morning Prayer

Prelude
Opening Hymn: Good ng Wenceslas
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1.Good King Wen - ce - slas look'd out on the Feast of  Ste - phen,
2."Hi - ther, page, and stand by me If thou know'st it tell - ing
3."Bring me flesh and bring me wine Bring me pine logs hi -  ther
4."Sire,  the night is dark - er now, And the wind  blows strong - er;
5.In his mas - ter's  steps he trod  Where the snow lay dint - ed;
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when the snow lay round a - bout deep and crisp and < ev - en.
Yon - der pea - sant,  who is he? Where and  what  his  dwell - ing?"
Thou and I shall see him  dine When  we bear  him thi -  ther"
Fails%® my  hearr, I know not  how, I can go no long - er”
Heat  was in the ve - 1y sod Which the  Saint had  print - ed.
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Bright - ly  shone the moon that night, though the frost  was cru - el,
"Sire,  he lives a good league hence Un - der - neath the moun - tain
Page  and mo - narch forth they  went, Forth  they  went to - ge - ther
"Mark  my  foot - steps, my good page, Tread  thou in them  bold - ly;
There - fore, Christ - jan  men,  be sure, Wealth  or rank  pos - ses - sing,
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when a  poor man came in  sight ga- th'ring win - ter  fu - el.
Right a - gainst the fo - rest fence By Saint Ag - nes  foun - tain
Through the rude wind's wild la - ment And the bit - ter  wea - ther.
Thou shalt find the  win - ter's rage Freeze thy blood less  cold - ly."
Ye who now will bless the poor Shall your- selves find  bless - ing.
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Opening Versicle

Officiant O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise

People And your glory all the day long.

All Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Venite

Officiant Christ is here among us:

Response O come, let us adore him. Alleluia.

Come, let us sing to the Holy One;
let us should for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving,
and raise a loud shout with Psalms.
For you, O God, are a great God;
you are great above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are yours also.
The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,
and kneel before God, our Maker,
For you are our God,
and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand.
Oh that today we would hearken to your voice!

Officiant
Response

Christ is here among us:
O come, let us adove him. Alleluza.

Psalm 147:13-21

Antiphon — Cantor sings followed by All.
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13 Worship the Most High, O Jerusalem;* praise your God, O Zion;

14 For God has strengthened the bars of your gates;* and has blessed your children within
you.

U God has established peace on your borders;* and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

16 You, O God, send out your command to the earth,* and your word runs very swiftly.

17 You give snow like wool;* you scatter hoarfiost like ashes.

18 You scatter your hail like bread crumbs;* who can stand against your cold?

19 You send forth your word and melt them;* you blow with your wind, and the waters flow.



20 You declare your word to Jacob,* your statutes and judgments to Israel.

21 You have not done so to any other nation;*
to them you have not revealed your judgments. Hallelujah.

All Repeat singing the above Antiphon

Reflecton
The First Reading
Lector A reading from the prophet Isaiah (61:10-62:3).

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

my whole being shall exult in my God;

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,

and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,

and her salvation like a burning torch.

The nations shall see your vindication,

and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name

that the mouth of the Lord will give.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Hymn: Good Christian Friends Rejoice
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good  Chris - tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ s born to - day;
now vye hear of end - less bliss; Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now vye need not fear the grave:  Je - sus Christ was born to save!
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Christ is born to - day! Christ is born to day!
Christ was born for  this! Christ  was born for this!
Christ was born to save!/_\ Christ  was born to save!
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Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. Music: In dulci jubilo, German carol, 14th cent.; harm. Charles Winfred Douglas

(1867-1944).

The Second
1 ector

Reading

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians (3:23-25; 4:4-7).

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed.
Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now
that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian.

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

1 ector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.




Hymn: Coventry Carol

Refrain
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The Third Reading
Lector A reading from the Gospel of John (1:1-18).

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the wotld, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a fathet's only
son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who
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comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me."") From his fullness we have all received,

grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Fathet's heart, who has made him
known.

Lector Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Te Deum

All recite the Te Deum together in unison.

We praise you, O God;*
we acclaim you as the Holy One:

All creation worships you,*
Sovereign eternal.

To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,*
cherubim and sevaphim, sing in endless praise.

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,*
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

The glorious company of apostles praise you,*
the noble gathering of prophets praise you;

The white robed choir of martyrs praise you;*
throughout the world the holy church acclaims you:
God of infinite majesty,
your true and only Word, worthy of all worship,*
the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.

You, Christ, reign in glory,*
you are the eternal Word of God.

When you came among us to set us free,*
you chose to be born of a woman.

You overcame the sting of death*
and opened heaven to all.

You are seated at God's right hand in glory;*
we believe that you will come bearing justice.

Come, then, Christ, and help your people,*
and bring us with your saints to glory everlasting.
Announcements

The Presider and other members of the community highlight announcements printed in the booklet, and share additional
announcemments.



Hymn: Before the World Began
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words: John 1; music: Incarnation, John L. Bell (Iona Community)

The Prayers

Officiant God be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.



God in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread and forgive us our debts

as we forgive our debtors.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

Help us, O God our Savior;

Deliver us and forgive us our sins.

Look upon your congregation;

Give to your people the blessing of peace.

Declare your glory among the nations;

And your wonders among all peoples.

Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
Never forget the lives of your poor.

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
And your favor to those who are true of heart.

Let not the needy, O God, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning.

So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

FRNPEFNAFNPANPAFNANAX

The Collect of the Day

Officiant

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light,
enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together

in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O God, our desires and petitions as may be best
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.



Closing Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain The Hymmnal 1982 #99
Refrain
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Words: African-American spiritual 19th cent.; adapt. John W. Work (1901-1967). Music: Go Tell It on the Mountain, Afro-
American spiritual, 19th cent.; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer (b. 1935). Arrangement, Copyright © 1984, Horace Clarence Boyer.

Concluding Sentence

Officiant
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit
you may abound in hope.

Sources
* The cover photo is of a Christmas ornament made by Linnea Sweet for the 2020 ECS Christmas drive.

* Morning Prayer is from Enriching Our Worship I New York: Church Publishing, 1998), 18-42; The Saint Helena Breviary (New York:

Church Publishing, 2006), 2, 210-214; and The Book of Common Prayer New York: Church Publishing, 1979), 75-102.
* The Closing Sentence is a quotation from Romans 15:13.
* Music, unless otherwise noted, is reproduced with permission, under the auspices of OneLicense number A-721562

Serving St. Aidan’s

The Rev. Don Fox, Presider
Chatles Rus, Inzerin Music Minister
Anne Benninger, Lee Hammack, Janet Lohr,
Jim Oerther, Kateri Paul, Barbara Stevenson,
and perhaps youl, Chozr
Margie Wolcott, In-Person Greeter
Elena Wong, Zoom Greeter
Patrick Hall | Shelley Johnson Nocero, Margie Wolcott] ectors
Paul Nocero, Sound/ Liturgical D]
CoCo Lin, Child Care
Patricia Busk, Altar Guild
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Announcements

O Come, let us adore him — St. Aidan’s 2025 Christmas Worship
e  First Sunday of Christmas, December 28 at 8 & 10 AM
e Second Sunday of Christmas, January 4 at 8 & 10 AM

For those who cannot come in person, the Zoom link will be the same as Sunday morning. Please feel free to
reach out to office@staidansf.org for it.

Christmas Gifts in Memory or Honor of a Loved One

At Christmas time, St. Aidanites often make gifts to the church in memory or honor of loved ones. If you would
like to do that, please let us know by including a note with your check or Zelle payment. Please write "Christmas
offering" in the memo line. You can also send a note to office@staidansf.org and follow up with your gift.

Men's Group: Saturday, January 3, 9-10:30 am, via Zoom. We will connect for prayer, study, and fellowship. All
men are cordially invited. If you haven’t received connection information by January 1, contact Dave Frangquist

(frangquist@acm.org).

New Jim Crow Anti-Racist Book Group, Sunday, January 11, 4pm, via Zoom. We’re next reading Native
Nations by Kathleen DuVal. We’ll do this in two parts, so we'll read Part 1 for the January 11 time. . Please feel
free to reach out to Deacon Margaret with any questions at mdyerc@stanford.edu.

Wrestling with the Scriptures usually meets every fourth Tuesday at 10:30 am (via Zoom). Sue to a schedule
conflict, the next meeting will be Tuesday, January 20. Cameron will lead. Please feel free to reach out to the office
for the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org.

More Opportunities for Solidarity with Immigrants
Several local organizations offer opportunities to stand with immigrants facing Trump administration attacks.

Faith in Action(www.faithinactionba.org): Local branch of a national community-organizing group anchored
in faith communities around the country. In the Bay Area they focus on housing and immigration.
Opportunities include:

e Immigration Court. Accompany immigrants to their court hearings. You’ll need at least conversational
Spanish, and you’ll be trained before you get started. For more information and the sign-up link:
www.faithinactionba.org/accompaniment.

¢ Rapid Response Network (203) 666-4472: Faith in Action operates the San Mateo County Rapid
Response phone network, providing information for immigrants and their supporters in the whole Bay
Area, not just San Mateo. Call the number:

o Ifyou or aloved one has been detained by ICE

If you learn that someone has been detained by immigration enforcement

If you see ICE activity in the community

If you need accompaniment at an ICE Check-In or court appearance

If you need support filling out your asylum paperwork within the first year of entering the country

If you think immigration enforcement is contacting you by phone call or text message

O O O O O

Immigration court demonstrations and vigils: Several groups maintain a presence outside the immigration

court at 100 Montgomery in downtown SF. Here are a couple:

e Interfaith Court Vigil (www.im4humanintegrity.org/category/events/): Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday every week. Sponsored by the Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity. Click here to sign up:
bitly/CourtVigilVolunteer.

e Tuesday and Friday demonstrations: Loosely organized, pretty confrontative demonstrations, called by
Democratic Socialists of America and others.

Immigration Court Observers: The National Lawyers Guild trains non-lawyers to participate in observing and
documenting what happens in immigration courts in S.F. Click here for more information: nlgsf.org/programs-

committees/nlg-sfba-programs/immigration-justice-program/
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Comprehensive action calendar: (www.actiontogetherwest.org/bayarea) A project that grew out of the 2016
Pantsuits Nation group, this is a very well-maintained and up-to-date calendar of resistance activities in the Bay
Area.

St. Aidan's Gourmet Book Club

We resume meeting via zoom with LeeAnn DeSalles serving as our zoom master. She has set up a zoom link that
will serve for all our meetings. 1f you would like help with zoom, please contact LeeAnn at
leeanndesalles@comcast.net. If you would like to be on the Book Group’s mailing list, please contact
elaine@mannon.com

e Monday, January 26, 2026, 7:00 p.m.
o0 There There by Tommy Orange — “A wonderous and shattering novel that follows 12 characters
from Native communities, all traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow and all connected to one
another in ways they may not realize.” (Goodreads) 294 pages

Contemplative Prayer: Tuesday & Thursday from 9-10 AM via Zoom

We offer Contemplative prayer via Zoom. Contemplative Prayer is silent with the beginning and ending marked by a
bell. You can practice meditation, silent prayer, journal, or otherwise enjoy the collective quiet. Thank you to Susan
Spencer for anchoring this practice. Please feel free to reach out to the office for the Zoom access information:
office@staidansf.org.

Morning Prayer: Mon, Wed, Fri at 7:30 AM
We offer Morning Prayer in hybrid mode (at church and via Zoom) on Mondays and Wednesday, and on Fridays via
Zoom only. Please feel free to reach out to the office for the Zoom access information: office@staidansf.org.

Wednesday Evening Prayer on pause until January 7

Wednesday Evening Prayer will be on pause for 12/24 (when we’ll be doing Christmas Eve worship) and 12/31
(when Cameron will be away). It will return on Wednesday, January 7 at 6:30 PM via Zoom. Please reach out to
office@staidansf.org if you need the link, and we look forward to seeing you at this service in January!

Mask Policy: We respect the preference of anyone who feels safer by masking. We continue to monitor public
health advisories and may modify our mask policy, as appropriate. Please pray for the health and safety of all our
members and friends as we continue to navigate this challenging time.

To add an announcement to the weekly bulletin of the Flame, please send your edited text no later than

11:00 am Wednesday to office@staidansf.org
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Calendar for the Week of December 28, 2025

Sunday, December

28 Morning Prayer at 8 (in person)
Morning Prayer Lessons & Carols 10 AM (Hybrid).

Monday, December 29 Morning Prayer (Hybrid) at 7:30 AM

Tuesday, December 30 Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom) at 9 AM
Wednesday, December 31  Morning Prayer (Hybrid) at 7:30 AM

Thursday, January 1 Contemplative Prayer (via Zoom), 9 AM

Friday, January 2

Saturday, January 3

Kaffeeklatsch (via Zoom), 3 PM

Morning Prayer (via Zoom) at 7:30 AM
No Food Pantry

Men's Group (via Zoom), 9 AM

St. Aidan’s Vestry

Barbara Stevenson, Senior Warden,
Lee Hammack, Junior Warden
Dave Frangquist, Treasurer;
Susan Spencer, Clerk
Gilbert Chavez, Sarah Glover, Janet Lohr,
Roya Rettberg, Margaret Tait, Margie Wolcott

Staff e-mail addresses

Cameron: rector@staidansf.org
Cary: office@staidansf.org
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St. Aidan’s Prayers
In Your Prayers, Please Remember:

In acknowledgment that St. Aidan’s is located within the unceded ancestral land of the Yelamu tribe of the Ramaytush
Ohlone people, with gratitude for their ongoing relationship with this holy place.

In the Episcopal Church: For Sean our Presiding Bishop; for Julia, President of the House of Deputies, and for the
Executive Council of the Episcopal Church.

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: For the Anglican Church of Canada.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: For Austin, our bishop; for St. John the Evangelist, San Francisco; St. John's,
Oakland; St. John's, Ross, Holy Innocents, San Francisco; and Holy Family, Half Moon Bay.

In our Parish Cycle of Prayer: For the Friday Food Pantry.
For those with birthdays this week: Jim.
For all striving for mental and emotional balance and wholeness, and for their families and friends.

For those who have asked for our prayers: Albert T, André E., Aubrey M., Cindi G., Dave & Mariana & Dante
G., Debbie C., Denise, Felicia F., George C., Harlean D., Isaac C., Jaime, Janice T., Jean W., Jelly J., Jenny M., Jill,
Jim O, Joe, Joelle, John, Judy B., Julie A., Ken E., Liz S., Lucinda G., Lynne and Meg S., Margarita, Marc L., Mark,
Matthew G., Melissa W., Mercedes, Michaela, Milo R., Mina Marie, Owen, Patricia, Peter G., Rocky V. and Ruth S.,
Ron B., Stephanie M., Tawanda, Zakaria E.

For our ongoing work against intersecting forms of oppression, particularly racism and transphobia, and in affirmation
of human dignity.

For our work in the world in our daily lives and for the ministries of the Friday Food Pantry and Diamond Diners.

For our congregation as we embrace our call to practice sanctuary: may we commit ourselves to prayer, education, and
support for immigrants to this country and for all who are estranged, excluded, or threatened in 21st century America.
We pray in thanksgiving for the numerous gifts our refugee and immigrant siblings have brought, and continue to bring,
to this country.

For all who are struggling in this time of intensified injustice and polarization in our country and around the world: for
strengthened relationships and deepened commitment to our common life and the well-being of our planet.

For those who have recently died: Paul Marcus, Lovie Spencer, Dick Young, Kim Fellner, Gayle Rosenkrantz, Audrey
DeLoache, Lois Roach, Shirley Sabin, and Angela Hunkler.

To place a name on our prayer list, please contact the church office at 415-285-9540, ext. 3 or office@staidanst.org. Names of the living
are printed by first name and will be kept on the prayer list for four weeks. To keep someone on the list for longer, please notify the office.
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Christmas Offerings
are given to the Glory of God by

Cameron Partridge & Kateri Paul
In memory of our grandparents
and in honor of
our parents, our siblings, our nieces and nephews
and our children

Sarah & Peter Glover
In honor of
Irma and Walter Pride
Virginia and Bryce Glover
Janette Cheung

Janice Tickner-Leonard
Doris Weyl Feyling
Jackie Buckley

Margie Wocott

St. Aidan's Episcopal Church

101 Gold Mine Drive, San Francisco, CA 94131
www.staidansf.org (415) 285-9540
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